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INTERNATIONAL  MILITARY  TRIBUNAL  FOR  THE  PAR 


THE  UNITED  STATES  OP  AMERICA,  at  ftl 


ARAKI,  Sadao,  ot  al 


SWORN  ISPOSITION 
Deponents  HATSUDAlRAf  TfUttoo 


Having  first  duly  sworn  an  ont] 
md  in  accordance  with  the  procudero 
I  hereby  depose  as  follows. 


^I,  Tsunoo  Matsudalra,  served  in  the  roroign  vj 

to  1936.  From  1925  to  1928,  I  was  oooroditod  to 
Kmbassador  Extraordinary  and  Plenipotentiary  and 

1936,  to  London  in  the  some  capacity.  In  1936, 
Minlstoriof  the  Imperial  Household  ond  1945,  I  i 
same  post.  In  1946  I  was  appointed  a  membor  of 

Council,  Which  post  I  still  hold. 

It  was  immediately  after  the  so-callod  Pobrua: 
(1936)v  a  rebellion  started  by  Army  officers  at 
their  tnon  that  I  assumed  the  post  of  Minister  o 
Household,  At  that  time,  I  was  strongly  urged 
Yuasa,  then  Minister  of  the  Imperial  Household, 
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sorvloo  of  the  Imperial  Housohold  Department •  I  thought  that 
.  Princo  Salonjl  and  Baron  Kltokuro  Ikki.  then  President  of  tho 
Privy  Council^  recommended  mo  as  candidate  for  tho  Minister 
of  tho  Imperial  Household.  I  also  recall  that  Marquis  Kldo, 
then  Chief  Socrotax^  to  tho  Lord  Keeper  of  tho  Privy  Sool. 
strongly  urged  me  to  accept  tho  offer. 

5.  It  was  In  1930  that  I  first  became  acquainted  with  Maquis 
Kldo  I  was  serving  as  Ambassador  to  England,  when  Marquis  Kldo 
who  was  touring  Europe  and  America,  called  on  me  at  tho  Japan¬ 
ese  Embassy,  ‘^'hls  was  my  first  Interview  with  him.  and  our 
friendship  continued  over  slnco. 

4.  In  1940  ■  .Mr.  Kurt.hol  Yuasa,  then  Lord  Keeper  of  the  Privy 
Seal,  tendered  his  resignation  owing  to  his  111  health.  An 
agreement  of  views  was  reached  that  Marquis  Kldo  be  the  suita¬ 
ble  candidate  for  tho  succeeding  Lord  Keeper  of  tho  Privy 
Seal,  after  mostly  consulting  the  outgoing  Lord  Koopor  of  tho 
Privy  Seal  and  seeking  the  views  of  Prince  Salonjl.  On  Juno  1 
thoroforo,  I  Invited  Marquis  Kldo  to  tho  official  residence  of 
tho  Minister  of  tho  Imperial  Household  a  nd  urged  him  to  assume 
tho  post  of  Lord  Aooper  of  tho  Privy  Soal  after  Informally 
obtaining  Imperial  sanction.  But  tho  Marquis  suggested  Princo 
Konoyo  or  Baron  Hlranuma  as  more  suitable  condldate.  I  stronrj 
ly  urged  him  to  accept  the  offer.  Marquis  Kldo  loft  tho 
official  residence  of  tho  Minister  of  the  Imperial  Housohold, 
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at ion  with  Prlnco  Konoyo, 
to  no,  accepting  tho 
absolutoly  no  suggostlon 
with  Marquis 


roaorvlng  his  reply  ponding  1 
Later  tho  same  day,  however, 
offer*  Such  being  tho  case, 
or  pressure  from  military  clrolos 
nnnolntment  as  Lord  Keeper 


there  was 

in  connection 
of  tho  Privy  Seal.  Thus 
rooomnsnded  as  oondldate  for  no«  Lord  Kaopor 
y,rr  ♦•.hoao  abovo-montioned  people,  who  woro 
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of'^war  during  tho  war  with  Russia  of  1904-5,  tho  Marquis  con¬ 
tinued  to  say  ho  thought  that  such  atrocities  could  not  bo 
convalttod  by  tho  Jaoanoso;  .  but  tho  question  involved,  sooniod 
to  bo  sorious  os  I  told  him,  though  he  was  not  acquaint od  with 
tho  British  Pari lamont ary  usage*  Ho  promised  me  to  draw  tho 
Prlmo  Mlnistor's  attention  to  this. 

I  aorved  as  Minister  of  tho  Imperial  Housohold  for  nine 
years  three  months,  during  which  time  Marquis- K4<ao- also  served 
as  Court  official  first  as  President  of  tho  Board  of  Poorago  and 
then  as  Lord  Kooper  of  tho  Privy  Soal  with  tho  oxooptlon  of  two 
yoara  ond  a  half  during  which  tlno  ho  loft  tho  service  of  the 
Imoorial  Household  Dopartniont  to  Join  tho  Cabinet*  In -our 
private  life,  I  also  often  wont  out  with  him  to  play  go]^*  I 
trust,  thcroforo,  that  I  am  fully  acquainted  with  his  character 
ond  principle.  On  the  basis  of  my  observation  and  knowlodgod 
of  his  work,  Majpquis  Kido  is  possossod  not  ^nly  of  good  brains, 
but  also  has  a  commondablo  capability  of  weighing  raattors  in 
a  logically  manner.  In  ny  conversations  with  him  I  hoard  him 
do#^(ife%:^k^lo^  ho  cudgelled  his  brains  to 

t 

militaristic  influoncos  for  tho  sake  of  peaceful  and 


DEPOHiSHT  MATSUDAlRg.  Tsunoo  (seal) 
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of'^war  during  the  war  with  Russia  of  1904-5,  tho  Marquis  con¬ 
tinued  to  say  ho  thought  that  such  atrocitlos  could  not  be 
convaittod  by  the  Japanese;  .  but  tho  question  involved,  seemed 
to  bo  sorious  as  I  told  him,  though  he  was  not  acquainted  with 
tho  British  Parliamentary  usage.  He  promised  me  to  draw  tho 

Prime  Minister’s  attention  to  this. 

I  served  as  Minister  of  tho  Imperial  Household  for  nine 
years  three  months,  during  which  time  Marquis- K4<io- also  served 

firnk  fls  Prosldont  of  tho  Board  of  Poorago  oxvd 
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certify  that  tho  ahovo  state 
Who  affixed  hla  aigheture  an 

this  witness* 


H02UM1 


«n7.nMl.  Shi  not  aha 


Witness 


.  with  ny  conscience  I  swoar 
in  accordance  with  ny 

.v,in.,  and  adding  nothing, 
truth  withholding  nothin.^ 


Tsunc^ 
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